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CM- 2971-68 
7 February 1968 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 


1. s~ : agaTh^-f^ r s •"-a-r rtfeiS- cm.t-h 

J^l-^t p a rogs $*j£ S22L g egei n^the -Kh g-_iS,a.nh \-..L a ng^Vei/ja. r. e^'-C During 
the early morning hours yesterday (approximately 3:00 PM on 
6 February, South Vietnam time) the Khe Sanh Combat Base and 
US Marine units in the surrounding area received y S.S^ixuduhdi 

^ ^^Od /.mo.rtAt L^iX£^hd~hh^uhdetVf5ri;ned^umb err-p f.-xo.cke±s- 
^suiting in.fiyg. US .Mari nes wounded-. AT'lTY45 AM~ EST yester- 
day (12:45 AM on 7 February, South' Vietnam time), the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base began receiving a h e avy.; vo lu me-:-. a f _ t cxcket -a nrj - 
mr£.ar.,£j re..- t . At approximately 'the same time, th_C-Lang::Y_ei--*r. 


— y — j r j w ^ Xrr'~~ w ^ J ^ 

believed-to- -be.'. So.viet_P-T--Z6-.Amph ib-i ou s- -T anks ^(des - 
cription attached). By 1:50 PM EST (2:50 AM on 7 February, 
South Vietnam time) five- of -t he- tanks, were 

^g^ ji.damag.e dor __d e.s £ roy ecfT~l The attacking enemy also directed 
heavy supporting mortar' and artillery fire on the Lang Vei 
defenses, and an aerial .observer-saw- -th e— e nemy 
f i ame ^throwe r.s in the assault on Lang Vei . Despite poor 
vreatffer conai t i o n s . U S tactical a i rex afJtLpr ovided r.nnt inua 1 
close air support during the heavy fighting and the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base delivered a large volume of supporting artillery 
fire throughout the battle. The supporting fire included 28 
rounds of 105-mm C0FRAM ammunition. but- — no'^erjorri.-tn f-:Artr<Sc 


•■ ^s? ^. ett^reee^v ed rr - f Jhe intensity of the fight- 
ing began to diminish at 10:00~“PM EST last night (11:00 AM on 
7 February, South Vietnam time) . US tactical aircraft contin- 
ued to strike enemy concentrations throughout the Khe Sanh - 
Lang Vei area during .the__day_ (7 February, South Vietnam time) 
A^re c e^irks r en^-ro u t e" T fy-E a ng- 1 V e i - a t- 3 r3£~AJL-ES3^tKis 
mftining-44^3 0- -PM- - or — 7— -Pe b ru a r y~j So'QTh - ITi et'ham ~ t ime'XT' Latest 
reports indicate fighting still prevails, but on a limited 
scale. There are no reports as yet of the exact extent of 
enemy or friendly casualties, but a preliminary report states 
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. uiic- ■i^<i» jsor&^vliQiiiad=ib.e.ena3iK>'&-n3»^V=agex&^ 

Slcu4MM1^5l3i£aJ^iaa^ £SH:today J3 : 00 PH on 7 
T et rua Ty , S o u th Vietnam time) . E our.t e en_ wounded^^op. 

v e r^ ^is p fivariiat at^the— same— time., *- A p r e 1 iminary report 

also indicates that alljb^iiiings-^ w 5 r f 

d^ti^ed.^The^military population of the Lang Vei Special 

Forces Camp included 18 US Army Special Forces advisors, 

^0^1 et name se- Ci-v-i 1 Tan--I r regula r Defe ns e~ 

Group <XLEaaiZ5d_iatD.. £hree_companie.s_And^.iSPb.iJ.e.-stxike...±Drce , 

and 29 ot her South Viet na mese p ersonnel..; The Khe Sanh Combat 
B asV^con t i nu e d to receive enemy fire throughout the night and 
earlv morning hours (South Vietnam time) until -i^ : ceas£di3S®& 
pletely -at •9 :47.„PM,.EST Iast-.night j;i0.:.47_^ 

Sbuth-VTe tWnn^neTT^Tfcs ..x.unway.J3Lt_iChe _:S^h;caiJif ield--was 
cratered, but it was repaired and_ t_he . a.ir f_i e.1 d_wa s f .u.IJjl °P©xa- 
-fidhar^r-9 :3 0"P^-EST‘TaJt_ni gh t, (KU30-AM on -7 February, South 
Vie tnam“bTmrj 'r^-Tn~anotHer action at 9:40 A>I EST yesterday 
(10*40 PM on 6 February, South Vietnam time), the. US._Mar-ine 
company , on Hill 861 was hit,J)X^a..light-ground attack from the 
c; outlie aTs t . ' T he attac k e n_d ed_atiQ.u one^hour -later. • The results 
of the attack have not yet been reported. 

2. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-52 bombers flew 

aft -go r-tf es_. against enemy targei^^ ijL^th^Khe^S.anh. area. The 
number of B-52 sorties fiown’in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area since 15 
January 1968 now totals 684 with approximately 19,900 total tons 
of bombs delivered on the enemy. 

3 US . tactical .aixcxaf t_-£lew— X9 9— s t rrike — s s— i n-^su pp cfr t 
o f unit es— a.t .Khe..Sanh— during -the past..24_-hou.rs...(83 US Air Force, 
“^riJSMarine Corps, 49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the reported air sorties was somewhat hindered by weather, how- 
ever , on e ver y— large-^expIo &ion L— and— 15— 0-the-r-^secondaxyi.expto- 

S ions were reported by tactical support aircraft.. 


4, During the period, . 136— shoxt — ton-s— J 
delivered to the Khe Sanh Combat Base_b; 


uni-ttan.-.- 


. s upplies- .were 
air., over hadf . of 


5. The latest weather observation at 5:00 AM EST (6:00 PM 
7 February, South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area 
reflects cloudy conditions with visibility at five miles m 
fog. The forecast for the text 14 hours is _ 

ceilings, poor visibility, drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PM EST, 
7 February (10:00 AM, 8 February, South Vietnam time) until 
7:00 AM EST, 8 February (8:00 PM, 8 February, South Vietnam 
time) the outlook is improved: cloudy with intermittent light 
rain, higher ceilings and visibility at seven miles. 


0 



* * 


♦ I 

V 


6. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. During the next 24 hours, 39 US Air Force B-52 sorties 
are scheduled against targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 

Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, and one 
target is adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone, approximately 
six miles north-northwest of Camp Carroll. 

b. For the period until lit 00 PM EST today (12:00 noon 8 
February, South Vietnam time) 152 tactical air sorties are 
scheduled into the Khe Sanh area. 16 additional sorties are 
available on immediate call to augment the scheduled sorties. 
An additional 396 US Air Force and 250 US Navy sorties could 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area, for a total of 646 
additional sorties. 

7 . n^Marrnfr^ units Yjde f ending Ahe^Khe-^Sanh'-Zarea .have .a»vast 
amount o £ f i re sup p-ort-av a ilab-1 e -.to_.the.m_f jrpm_ex t e r na 1 _s our c.es 

1 -weather tactical aircraft, armed heli- 
copters, and B-52 bombers). These _uni.ts.calso.-haYe,..considerabl-e- 
fire- power from their own__assigried weapons.,- which, in addition 
fB^aiarge number of automatic weapons, include 102 mortars 
(60-mm, 81-mm, and 4.2 inch), 32 106-nun recoilless rifles, and 
24 howitzers (105-mm and 155-mm) . _ Also -available - are two 
ve hicle^ w hi r_h m onVifc— • four— - .-5-0 — c-a-l-iber— macnine— guns • (quad 50s) 
each and two trac k- ty pe armore d vehi c les • with. two 40 -mm guns_ 
(twin 40s) dnHTacirv efiXc I e . THe'quad 50s and twin 40s are 
dUTI - puraose^nd^XiTTe” is "ed either for air defense or against 
ground targets. In addition, thex§L-are_five--..M48 : tanks_ :X90-mm 
guns) and ten light-. trackr.t ¥.Pfi-^ehicles...(OHTOS) ojr each of whxcb 
are mounted six 10 6-mm recoilless rif les. Because of the sig- 
iR-ificarnTTire power of the units defending Khe Sanh and the 
reinforcing fires immediately available from the heavy artillery 
east of Khe Sanh along with the supporting strikes of tactical 
aircraft, armed helicopters and B-52 bombers which can be de- 
livered against the enemy, i t j. s. j nq^^ CQBSxdeXftcfrjie.cess ary -to 
Ap.r.1 nv addi tional supportin g w eapons. and_for.ces,to the Khe . Sanh 
rok atBa^ — Tl nrswar' 'additional weapons and units within the 
^ITe^ianhdefensive perimeter would inordinately increase the 
concentration of our resources in a relatively confined area, 
correspondingly increasing the risk of losses to enemy fire, 
and would add a significant amount of logistic support require- 
ments. It is considered preferable _to_^_taiir addi-tional_-fi?e 
-support me ans ;;f o i^emp'Ibyment^n, cone er t w i th_ count er - attacking 
and^expioitation f ox.ee s_whttn — they are_.committed. 


EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 



